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“Four Origins” and “Seven Emotions” :
The Internal Development of Confucian Philosophy of Emotion

Lu Xing

The “Four Origins” and “Seven Emotions” are the core contents of Confucian philosophy of emotion
representing moral feeling and natural emotion respectively. Pre-Qin Confucianism made a preliminary survey
of natural emotion the most complete expression of which is the theory of the Seven Emotions. Confucius had
more guidance on moral feeling and Mencius systematically summarized it in his theory of the Four Origins.
Zhu Xi formally discussed the relationship between the Four Origins and Seven Emotion noting that the Four
Origins derive from /i (principle) and the Seven Emotions derive from gi (matter). The contradiction in
Zhu’ s thought about “Four-Seven’s separation and reunion” had a profound influence on Zhu’ s learning. In
the history of Korean Confucianism the Lingnan School represented by Toegye held that the Four derive from
li and the Seven derive from gi while the Jihu School represented by Yulgok held that everything derives from
matter and carries principle. From Mencius to Zhu Xi and then on to Toegye Confucian philosophy of

emotions has seemingly progressed through the sequence of “thesis-antithesis-synthesis. ”

The Autonomy of the Philosophy of Consciousness
Li Zhongwei

Concepts of consciousness can be classified as metaphysical empirical-scientific ~or phenomenal-
experiential. The phenomenal-experiential concept of consciousness has peculiar logical behavior as it
displays reflexive self-involvement and semantic stability. These characteristics enable the philosophy of
consciousness demarked by the phenomenal-experiential concept to possess a certain autonomy with regard to
metaphysics and the empirical sciences. The problem then becomes how to explain the peculiarities of the
phenomenal concepts of consciousness. The Husserlian method of phenomenological reduction can be
reconstructed in such a way that it becomes a method for cognitive and semantic transformation and limits the
references of consciousness terms to purified phenomenal consciousness and corresponding structures.
Therefore the phenomenal-experiential concept of consciousness has peculiar logical behavior and can be used
to demark an autonomous area of philosophical research. The autonomy of the philosophy of consciousness also

needs to be qualified.

The Philosophical Status of Reichenbach’ s Common Cause Principle
Liang Dong

“No correlation without causation. ” To clarify the nature of this slogan has been one of the central themes
in the contemporary theory of causation and in the philosophy of physics and statistics during the past sixty
years. There seems to be consensus among many philosophers that neither Reichenbach’ s common cause
principle nor the causal Markov condition are universally valid and that they indeed have the same limiting
property even if the latter is far more general than the former. The Budapest school returns to Reichenbach’
s original position and believes that from an extension of the common cause’ s incomplete probability space it
is always possible to provide a Reichenbachian common cause for any given correlation. However this
approach also faces a fundamental problem: clearly the whole program is at present merely a formal setup
and in many cases its results are ontologically inert and cannot sufficiently warrant the reality of any putative

common cause for any correlation.



