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Sampling: A Universal Category about Aesthetic Judgment

Xue Fuxing

Abstract: “Sampling” ( 5% ) is a category about aesthetic judgment from ancient Chinese aesthetics. It originated
from dietary consumption and then became accepted in the aesthetic appreciation and judgment. “Sampling” embodies
the distinctiveness of Chinese culture — the aesthetic judgment is dependent originally on the behavior of dietary con-
sumption and thus characterized with rich emotions; and meanwhile it also represents the refinement of classical aesthet-
ics —the delicate examination and differentiation between the quality and quantity of aesthetic values of certain targets,
and thus showing the salient rational features. The complete aesthetic judgment represented by “sampling” includes both
the qualitative (the high or low level of aesthetic values) and the quantitative (the aesthetic features and styles) judgments
of certain aesthetic targets. As a category of aesthetic judgment, “sampling” involves both of the core factors of human
aesthetic judgment — emotion and reason, thus expressing the universal elements and functions in classical aesthetic
judgment. “Sampling” helps us go beyond Chinese aesthetics and get into the primary theories of aesthetics, and be-
comes a fundamental aesthetic category with universality.

Keywords: Aesthetic Judgment; Emotion and Reason; Qualitative and Quantitative Judgment; Dietary Culture; Uni-

versal Category
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