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Rorty’ s Research on Wittgenstein and Its Echoes

Li Guoshan
( College of Philosophy Nankai University Tianjin 300350 China)

Abstract: Richard Rorty ( . ) devoted himself to interpreting Wittgenstein as a pragmatist.
During his academic career he paid continuous attention to Witigenstein” s philosophy and spared no effort to
graft it with both the old and the new pragmatism. Rorty’ s reading of Wittgenstein aroused both sympathies
and criticisms. The criticisms focused on such a controversial practice on his part that he selected those
remarks in favor of his pragmatist interpretation among the later Wittgenstein’ s writings from a pragmatist
stance. Then is such a practice suitable? Or is his reading justified? So long as we examine more closely the
details we may find that his reading of Wittgenstein included many real insights though it might have some
biases as well.

Key words: therapist reading pragmatist reading empirical proposition grammatical proposition



